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Today we arrested a second suspect in the Ruinerwold investigation. The arrested person, a 67-year-old man from Ruinerwold, is one of the six persons discovered this Monday in the house located at Buitenhuizerweg. The man is currently being suspected of being a co-perpetrator of unlawful deprivation of liberty and of abuse, in the sense of prejudicing the health of others and money laundering. 

Family
The 67-year-old suspect arrested today and six other persons involved in the investigation state to form a family. The suspect is said to be the father, the other five and the person who reported the case are said to be his children. 

This investigation revolves around a unique situation. These people may have lived in the house with each other, separated from society, since 2010. The situation discovered requires a careful approach, which is to include the provision of attention to and care of the young adults discovered. Various experts have been engaged. Accommodation has been provided for the six persons involved in a safe place. 

The six children, who have reached the age of majority, are not registered in the Personal Records Database. We are currently investigating the exact relationship between the suspects and the persons involved in the investigation.

Detention 
The 58-year-old man from Ruinerwold who was arrested on Monday, 14 October, was brought before the examining magistrate this afternoon. He rents the house at Buitenhuizerweg. The man was initially detained for hampering the police investigation. By now, he is also suspected of being a co-perpetrator of unlawful deprivation of liberty and money laundering. The man is being detained in custody for 14 days. 

Deprivation of liberty
The men are, among other things, being suspected of having committed deprivation of liberty. We have reasons to suspect that the six persons involved did not stay in the house at Buitenhuizerweg of their own free will. We are investigating whether a certain religion or philosophy forms the cause of their living situation.

Investigation
The present criminal investigation concerns an exceptional case. We understand that many questions exist. We are thoroughly investigating the matter in order to be able to answer as many of these questions – held by us, as well – as possible. 

Currently, a great deal of new information is received by us every day. It is our duty to verify the veracity of this information, and its relevance for our investigation. The circumstances the suspects and persons involved lived in require that we be extra careful when conducting our investigation. 

We set up a Large-Scale Investigation Team (LSIT). Thirty of our colleagues are working on the case. We searched premises at multiple locations, made local inquiries and conducted an investigation of the evidence. Forensic Investigations specialists, supported by colleagues from the Central Unit, will continue their investigations of the house at Buitenhuizerweg today and tomorrow. We will digitally map all spaces in the house, so as to obtain a complete and detailed overview of the situation. 

