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Cc:
- Drs. H.W.M. Schoof, National Coordinator for Security and Counterterrorism
- Mr.
, Head of the National Team Forensic Investigation
- Mr
, Operational Head of the National Team Forensic Investigation
1st May 2015
Dear Minister Van der Steur,
The undersigned represent international colleagues and friends of Professor George Maat who wish to
bring their views to your attention. In recent days there have been many regrettable media articles in
relation to a lecture intended for medical students but which unfortunately resulted in public
exposure to images and dialogue associated with the victims of the MH17 airplane crash.
George Maat is a world leading authority and one of the most experienced forensic practitioners in
disaster victim identification. His expertise has been called upon, without incident, in response to
mass fatality events which include Balkan War Crimes, S.A. Fireworks in Enschede, the South East
Asian Tsunami and many airplanes crashes across the world. With his colleagues, he has worked
tirelessly and to the best of his ability to bring comfort and closure to the families and friends of
victims whilst unreservedly supporting justice.
He is a highly regarded and frequently cited academic and his research has had great impact on
forensic and medical education at a global scale. His outstanding leadership has been recognised by
his community on many occasions resulting in a long list of national and international awards.
Professor Maat is a consummate professional, a man of integrity and empathy and a role model for
aspiring young scientists and practitioners.
It is with great regret that the incident unfolded and escalated as it did and we are certain there was
no malfeasance or mal intent intended. Knowing Professor Maat as we all do, and in light of his
heartfelt and genuine public apology, we are all of the firm belief that the situation was borne out of

miscalculation and, somewhat ironically, both his trust in his students and his passion to inspire them
to become the next generation of forensic experts who will follow in his footsteps and serve the
Netherlands. He could not have known that journalists would infiltrate his lecture and it is so
disappointing to see his police colleagues and the political authorities so quick to condemn and turn
away from him after so many years of blameless service. Our community seeks your assistance to start
to redress this injustice and begin to repair the damage done to the legacy of a long and dedicated
career and to the standing of forensic anthropology and DVI in the Netherlands.
Whilst there is no doubt that a valuable but painful lesson has been learned by us all, it serves no
purpose to deny his skills and talents to the Dutch and international families who are victims of the
next disaster and nor can his suspension aid the MH17 investigation other than aiding those who
choose to use this event as a means to undermine the investigation thus far.
With great respect, we ask you please to consider the value that Professor Maat has been to your
country and to international relations. We the undersigned request that Professor Maat be recognised
for the professional practitioner that we all know him to be and that he be permitted to continue the
work which so desperately needs his expertise and which he so passionately wishes to continue.
Yours sincerely,
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